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tative of groups interested  in occupational health an safety.     Several committees have reviewed risk assess merits prepared by OSHA or NIOSH.    However, because me: bers were  intended to be representatives of interest groups,   reviews were usually forums for policy debate; not scientific evaluations of risk assessments.    In i initial years,  OSHA routinely appointed an advisory committee for each regulatory proceeding.
CPSC has had the least experience with expert pane] Before 1981,   the Commission was not required to have < assessment of carcinogenic hazard reviewed by an outsj panel,   although it did make occasional use of such pai (most  notably CPSC's request for  the National Toxicolc Program to form a panel on formaldehyde).    CPSC's reai rization in 1981 included a provision that, before anj regulatory action could be proposed on a substance pot tially presenting a carcinogenic,  teratogenic, or muta genie hazard,  a chronic hazard advisory panel (CHAP) n be established,  with the cooperation of the National Academy of Sciences,   to review the toxicity of the sub stance.     The first CHAP has recently been convened to review the toxicity of asbestos.    Thus, CPSC relies on two methods of peer  review for any proposed action. First,   independent peer review by outside experts, as well as by a scientific review panel,  is performed befi a notice of proposed rule-making  is issued.    Second, t Commission relies on a public rule-making proceeding i accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act durin which comment is invited through a Federal Register no on all aspects of the proposed action.    Extensive writ comments have been received  in the past by this proced from industry,  consumer groups,  members of the academi and  scientific communities,  and others.    Additionally, open,   informal public hearings may be held in which in ested groups present their views orally;   in the past, several such hearings were held during the considerati of a single substance   (formaldehyde).
FDA has often used independent scientific panels bo to perform and to    review agency assessments.    The Bur of Drugs has used standing committees to review and ev uate data on the safety and effectiveness of drug prod and to make appropriate recommendations to the Commissioner   (see preceding discussion) .    The use of indepen dent panels by the Bureau of Foods,  however, has been an ad hoc basis,   usually at the agency's discretion, However,   there are exceptions;   for example, the Food, Drug,   and Cosmetic Act requires that carcinogenicity